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In this issue, guest writer, Silvia 
Žele shares with us the transla-
tion of  her surname from the 
records found in the book, “Od 
kod si? Kako se pišeš?”… 
Where are you from?  What is 
your surname?” published in 
2006 by Slovenian author, Leon 
Kernel.  This important book 
provides surname information 
found in the areas surrounding 
Šempter.  Mr. Kernel was born 
in Slavina, Slovenia and cur-
rently lives there with his wife 
and three children.  He has a 
deep connection to his roots and 
is very involved with his local 
community.  Mr. Kernel con-
ducts historical, theological and 
genealogical research related to 
Slavina Parish.   In our next issue 
(July), Silvia presents another 
article on surnames of the village 
of Kopa!nica .   
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SOMETHING TO THINK 
ABOUT . . .  
How can you help preserve your 
treasured heritage for future genera-
tions?  By supporting the Slovenian 
Genealogy Society International 
through planned giving.  Charitable 
giving is not only for the wealthy.  
Gifts large and small are equally im-
portant. 
 
SGSI has many important historical 
projects to collect, preserve and main-
tain of our Slovene genealogy.  Those 
tasks that are critical include the oral 

history projects, digitization of church records in the Archbishopric Archives in 
Ljubljana and the indexing of Slovenian surnames to name just a few. 
 
YOU can make a difference!  With the large number of  requests each of us gets 
every year and over the course of a lifetime to donate monies to this or that cause, 
there comes a time when we must step back and consider those most meaningful 
to us.  Will you consider the SGSI (chartered as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corpora-
tion) as one of your choices? 
 

Here are a couple of things you can do for SGSI:  
(1) Make an annual, tax-exempt cash contribution to SGSI,  
(2) Make a “planned” giving donation in the form of a gift or bequest.   

 
Consult your attorney or tax planner to learn how easy and how beneficial it is to 
gift cash or securities including a portion of your retirement assets such as IRA or 
401k or a portion of your estate.  For additional information, contact Al Peterlin, 
SGSI Chairman of the Board (apeterlin@panetwork.com) or John Leskovec, 
SGSI Treasurer (jleskovec@msn.net). 
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I have translated the following information about an ancestor’s surname from the Slovenian book “Od kod si? Kako 
se pišeš?” by Leon Kernel. The title of this book is a common idiom from the area loosely translated as ‘Where are 
you from? What is your surname?’ This book gives information about the occurrence of surnames around Šempeter 
(now Pivka) from AD 1631 to 1878. This includes the following villages/towns:  
 
Bile, grad Prestranek, Gradec, Grobiš!e, Hrastje, Klenk (now Klenik), Ko!e, Matenja vas, Nemška vas, Pal!je, Pete-
linje, Radohova vas, Rakitnik, Selce, Šempeter (now Pivka), Slavina, Stara vas, Štivan, Trnje, Zalog and Žeje. 
 
The following information relates to the Žele name in the parish of Slavina: 
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The Žele (Zele) Surname  
By Silvia Žele 

1. Razli!ice (variations):  Žale, Žuleti, Žile, Sila, Žule  

2. Pomanjševalnica:  (diminutives) 
  

Želeco  

3. Ženska oblika: (female form) Žele!ka  

4. Zapisi (written variations):  Selle, Suleti, Shulle, Sulle, Siulle, Shelle, 

Shulezhka, Schulezka, Sallhe, Sulesecha, Zille, Sille, 
Sele, Shila, Sile, Shelle, Zhelle, Schulle, Selle, Želje, 
Žele, Želle. 

 

5. Možni pomeni: (possible meanings)
     

solar, trgovec s soljo 

!lovek s !ela obrambe 

!lovek s celka 

(seller of salt) 

(leader of a defence group) 

(farmer with farmhouse and surround-
ing land) 

6. Sorodni priimki:  (related surnames)
   

Sila, Zelen, "elan, "elhar  

7. Kraji na Pivki, kjer je priimek nasto-
pal: 

(Places around Pivka where the name 
occurred) 

Radohova vas  

Trnje:    

Šempeter (Pivka)  

Selce    

Petelinje   

Klenk (Klenik)  

Hrastje    

Slavina   

Ko!e    

Grobiš!e   

Nemška vas   

Matenja vas   

 

 

 

1630 in naprej (and onwards) 

1630 in naprej (and onwards) 

1630 in naprej (and onwards) 

1640 – 1649, 1810 – 1819, 1850 in naprej (and onwards) 

1640 – 1649, 1740 – 1749, 1830 in naprej (and onwards) 

1660 – 1669, 1780 in naprej (and onwards) 

1670 in naprej (and onwards) 

1710 in naprej (and onwards) 

1790 in naprej (and onwards) 

1830 in naprej (and onwards) 

1800 – 1829 (and onwards) 

1860 in naprej (and onwards) 
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8. Opombe (notes) 

V popisu iz leta 1665 je ta priimek 12 krat v Radohovi vasi, 4 krat v Trnju, 3 krat v Šempetru.  (In the church census of 1665 this surname 
appears 12 times in Radohova vas, 4 times in Trnje and 3 times in Šempeter (Pivka).) 

9. Analiza priimka Žele: (Analysis of the name Žele) 
 

!" pojav priimka v 10 letih pasovih, skupaj s popisom 1665:26/27 (96%) (the surname appears within ten-year time blocks and the church 
census of 1665:26/27 (96%) ) 

!" priimek Žele se pojavlja: 1630 in naprej (100%) (Žele appears from 1630 onwards 100%) 

!" priimek se pojavi v naslednjih krajih (the surname appears in the following places) : Radohova vas, Trnje, Šempeter, Klenk, Slavina, 
Hrastje, Petelinje, Ko!e, Grobiš!e, Nemška vas, Matenja vas, Slavina, Rakitnik 

!" razširjenost priimka: 12 krajev od 17 krajev (71%) (the distribution of surname: 12 of 17 locations) 

!" razpršenost priimka: 13 krajev od 17 krajev (76%) (the dispersion of the surname: 13 of 17 locations) 

!" mesto priimka (the ranking of the prevalence of a surname within a village/town) (1770 – 1855): Radohova vas 1, Hrastje 1, Šempeter 
2, Trnje 3, Klenk 5, Slavina 8. 

!" število hiš, v katerih zasledimo priimik (the number of houses where this surname existed) 

(1770 – 1855): Radohova vas 18, Trnje 15, Šempeter 12, Klenk 7, Hrastje 7, Slavina 5. 

On Wednesday the 12th of September 2007 I was fortunate enough to have a meeting with the author to discuss his research 
and the book. This was enlightening as he was able to provide me with more information about the parish of Slavina, and the 
village of Klenik, where my father was born. 
 
The top ten most common surnames of babies baptized in the parish of Slavina in the period between 1631 and 1878 in order 
were: Smrdel, Žele, "esnik, Penko, Vadnal, Bergo!, Šabec, Milhar!i!, Bole, and Možina. 
 
Only 400 copies of the book were printed (in Slovenian) so I have posted a copy of the book and a key in English explaining 
the information beneath the surnames to the SGSI library in the hope that it can be of use to other genealogy researchers. 
 
These were the resources the author used to write his book: Krstnih knig I. - VII. župnije Slavina 1631 – 1878 (Christening 
books I. to VII. of the parish of Slavina 1631 to 1878. These original resources are located at the Parish of Slavina, Slavina 53, 
6258 Prestranek, Slovenija. Due to interest raised by the publication of the book the current parish priest, Franc Likar, has had 
many enquiries from genealogy enthusiasts wanting to see the books so it is best to apply in writing a long time in advance of 
any planned visit. 
 
Reference 
Kernel, Leon (2006), Od kod si? Kako se pišeš? , Kulturno društvo Kernel iz Slavine, Slovenija 

The Žele (Zele) Surname, Continued 

Silvia Žele is a frequent writer featured in the 
Linden Tree.  Silvia, an Australian SGSI mem-
ber, currently resides in Slovenia.   

krstna knjiga številka 

(Number of the Baptismal book) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

skupaj 

(total) 

obdobje 

(period) 
1631 – 
1651 

1650 – 
1695 

1696 – 
1736 

1736 – 
1788 

1784 – 
1804 

1804 – 
1833 

1834 – 
1878 

1631 - 
1878 

število vpisov krstov 

(number of baptisms recorded) 58 291 177 240 117 219 266 1368 

število krstov na 10 let 

(number of baptisms over a 10 year 
period) 29 64.67 44.25 46.15 58.5 72.07 59.11 55.16 
mesto priimke glede na pogostost 

(ranking of surname in relation to rate 
of occurrence) 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  - ROSE MARIE JISA 

Exciting days lie 
ahead for SGSI!  
We have found a 
“home”!  Yes, our 
library collection, 
our oral history pro-
gram, our geneal-

ogy records--all will have a perma-
nent home at the Slovenian Mu-
seum and Archives (SMA) being 
developed in Cleveland, Ohio 
where the largest number of Slove-
nians living outside of Slovenia 
reside.  The SMA will be housed 
at the Slovenian National Home on 
East 65th and St. Clair Avenues, an 
area of Cleveland that is experi-
encing a regrowth! 

How did all of this happen?  Two 
years ago, Dr. Zivone Zigon ar-
rived in Cleveland, Ohio to serve 
as the newly appointed Consul 
General from Slovenia.  This gen-
tleman has ignited the spirit of the 
Slovenian people! 
 
As a result of his bringing together 
a representative group of Cleve-
land’s Slovenian leaders to organ-
ize and present a 5-week-long 
“Celebration of Slovenia’s 15 
Years of  Independence” in 2006, 
the Slovenian Museum and Ar-
chives Committee was born.   

Through Dr. Zigon’s leadership, 
the area’s Slovenians realized the 
importance of preserving its cul-
ture for future generations.  
Luckily, SGSI has two represen-
tatives on this very important 
committee: Immigration Attor-
ney, Linda Silakoski and Attor-
ney John Kirn. 
 
Grant monies and donations are 
beginning to arrive to start the 
renovation of this two-story 
Slovenian National Home that 
spans an entire block.  Actually, 
over the past several years, the 
grand ballroom, stage, lobby, 
bar/kitchen area and the parking 
lot have already been renovated.  
SGSI will have our own space on 
the second floor. 
 
We, the SGSI, are part of this 
exciting new adventure for our 
Slovenian people, not only for 
those from the greater Cleveland 
area, but also for any Slovenian 
from anywhere in the United 
States and the world!  Al Peter-
lin, our founder, had visions of 
our Society’s becoming a signifi-
cant part of the Slovenian scene 
in America.  His dream soon will 
be realized! 
 
However, with this expansion 
comes responsibility on our part . 
. . please encourage your family 
and friends to become members 
of our Society--$15 a year—and 
begin making your own annual 
tax-exempt contributions to  

SGSI for our projects:  (1) the dig-
itization of records located at the 
Archbishopric Archives in Ljubl-
jana, (2) the translation of books 
important to our genealogy re-
search, (3) the indexing of Slove-
nian surnames found in a multitude 
of publications, (4) the funding of 
special projects, and now, (5) our 
presence in the SMA! 
 
SGSI has a magnificent future and 
you are playing a vital role in that 
future!  By your membership in 
SGSI, you are helping to preserve 
our Slovenian heritage in this 
“melting pot” of a society we call 
the United States of America!  As 
your President,  I thank you and 
future generations of Slovenians 
will thank you, also! 
 
Until next time . . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWS FLASH! At press time, the 
SGSI Ohio Chapter has just been 
notified by the Slovenian govern-
ment, Office of Slovenes Living 
Abroad, that they have been 
awarded a grant for $1,500 to con-
tinue their Slovenian Oral History 
Preservation Program. Thank you, 
Slovenia!  
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 SGSI Website Update: 
The new SGSI web site is progressing nicely, but 
is still under construction.  An endeavor such as 
this takes time and we appreciate your understand-
ing and continued support.   
 

 

Maps of Slovenia Available Online: 
Maps of Slovenia can be purchased online at many 
sites.   One site in particular has many types of 
maps featuring Slovenia.  Omnimap is located at: 
http//www.omnimap.com/catalog/int/slovenia.htm 

1) The Slovenia “Excursion” Leisure Map Topog-
raphic Map Series.  

2) The Slovenia Road Atlas. 

3) Atlas of Slovene Towns. 

SGSI MEMBER BITS AND PIECES 

Newsletter 
Advertising 
Rates 

 

The Linden Tree is now 
accepting ads pertaining to 
serv ices  or  products 
connected to our Slovenain 
heritage.  

 

Fee Structure per issue: 

#" Business Card $10 

#" 1/4-page  $15 

#" 1/2-page  $30 

#" Full page  $50 

 

E m a i l  y o u r  c o p y  t o 
 sedaj_tesch@qwest.net one 
month prior to publication:  
December 1, 2007; March 1, 2008; 
June 1, 2008; September 1, 2008.  
Send your check to John Leskovec, 
10829 Tibbetts Road, Kirtland, OH  
44092-5194. 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
REMINDER 

 
Dues are now payable for the period January through 
December, 2008.  (If you have sent in your check 
within the last few days, thank you!) 
 
Members without an email address, or using WebTV:  
US $20 per year 
Members with an email address, and can read PDF 
files:  US $15 per year. 
 
Write “dues” on your memo line and make your check 
payable to: 
 
“SLOVENIAN GENEALOGY SOCIETY INTERNA-
TIONAL” or “SGSI, Inc”.  

 Send your dues check as soon as possible to our mem-
bership director: 
 
SGSI, Inc. 
c/o John Leskovec 
10829 Tibbetts Rd. 
Kirtland, OH  44094-5194 
 
Dues Questions?  Check with John at:  
jleskovec@msn.com 
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UPDATE ON SGSI CONFERENCE IN SLOVENIA- 2008 
“The Roots and Vines of Slovenia” 

Our second genealogical confer-
ence in Slovenia is only a few 
short months away.  While the 
conference travel plans and itin-
erary were made available in the 
brochure recently mailed to all of 
you, the details of the presenta-
tions and the work towards mak-
ing research facilities available 
goes on.  Our Slovenian counter-
parts, led by Peter Hawlina – 
better known as “Mr. Geneal-
ogy” in Slovenia – are helping to 
provide access to the various ar-
chival facilities and attempting to 
arrange on-site visitations to 
various villages where your an-
cestors may have resided.  As 
you may already know, genea-
logical research, rather than 
classroom lecture, is the primary 
thrust of this conference. 

 
Deposits for the trip are due 
now, and billings for the remain-
der of the trip costs will be sent 
out shortly by Kollander Travel.  
Final payments are due in June.  
So far, about 50 people have 
made verbal commitments to at-
tend and about half of those have 
made their initial deposits, as of  

the end of March.  With the value 
of the US Dollar dropping against 
the value of the Euro, there may 
be some variance in the final cost 
of the land portion (hotel, meals, 
local transportation) of the trip. 
 
A number of potential attendees 
have asked about making their 
own plane reservations, often be-
cause of accumulated frequent 
flyer miles.  While there is no 
problem with that approach, 
please be advised that Kollander 
Travel is available to help with 
those reservations, too, and coor-
dinating with the travel agency 
will help us, overall, to make sure 
we will be able to provide timely 
transfers to and from the airport in 
either Trieste or Ljubljana 
(transfers included in the price). 
 
Among the papers you will re-
ceive with the final billing will be 
a form you can use to inform us 
of any possible villages of interest 
to you as a possible visit site.  
Please fill out and return that form 
with your payments, as your inter-
est dictates. 

The stage is set for another great 
time in Slovenia – and there is still 
time to get your names on the list of 
attendees.  The itinerary follows for 
those who aren’t familiar with the 
conference dates. 
 
We look forward to seeing all of 
you in September! 
 
Ed Kucler 
Director, External Affairs 
 
 
Sept. 10th (Wed) - Depart from your 
home city in the US for Slovenia. 

 
Sept. 11th (Thurs) - Arrive in either 
Ljubljana or Trieste and transfer to the 
coast city of Portoroz. After checking into 
your hotel, enjoy the city at your leisure 
until our welcoming dinner at the hotel. 
 
Sept. 12th (Fri) - Breakfast, followed by 
group Archive orientation sessions.  After-
noon sightseeing or possible visit to Koper 
Archives. Dinner and boat ride along 
Slovenian coast. 
 
Sept. 13th (Sat) - Breakfast, then 
morning training sessions. Afternoon free 
for sightseeing (possible sidetrips to Ven-
ice, Istria Peninsula, or inyards/wineries in 
various villages). 
 
Sept. 14th (Sun) - Breakfast, open 
morning and early afternoon, transfer to 
Ljubljana hotel following via motorcoach 
through old cities and villages in Karst 
region. 

SGSI Conference in Slovenia -  

continued on page 9 



  Volume 22~ Issue 2 

Page 7 

SLOVENIAN HISTORY BEING RECORDED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

 

The SGSI Ohio Chapter members are busy recording oral histories of Slove-
nians. What is the process? 
 
At the time the oral history is taken, the interviewee must sign a release form 
and complete a short family history.  These documents become part of the 
interviewee’s permanent file. 
 
Once completed, the oral history is copied to a CD, transcribed, printed on 
archival paper, and maintained in that person’s individual file at the Cleve-
land Museum and Archives.  Other documents/pictures submitted by the in-
terviewee are scanned to the computer and included in the file.  During the 
transcription process, indexing significant words is being done to make re-
search easier for genealogists and other researchers. 
 
Each interviewee receives a free CD of his/her oral history; a transcribed, 
hard copy on archival paper is available for a modest fee. 
 
Would you like to have your oral history or the oral history of a relative or 
friend become part of the SGSI Archives?  If yes, email 
sgsipres.rmj@ameritech.net to receive guidelines on how to do this.  Also, if 
you already have your family history published and would like to have it in-
cluded in the SGSI Archives, send to Rose Marie Jisa, 12185 Pheasant Run 
Circle, North Royalton, OH  44133-5678.  We will include it in our SGSI 
library collection. 

 
Sept. 15th (Mon) - Breakfast, Conference 
Opening Address, open access to Archives 
for research, with available assistance. 
 
Sept.  16th (Tues) - Breakfast, open access 
to Archives for research with available 
assistance. Conference banquet at a Slove-
nian landmark location. 
 
Sept. 17th (Wed) - Breakfast, open 
access to Archives for research, with avail-
able assistance. 
 
Sept. 18th (Thur) - Breakfast, open access 
to Archives for research, with available 
assistance. On either Wednesday or Thurs-
day, there may be a trip to the Maribor 
archives or possible side trips to nearby 
Villages for those interested in visiting 
relatives or doing on-site research. 
 
Sept. 19th (Fri) - Depart from Ljubljana 
for return to U.S. Some may choose op-
tional three-day side trips to Alpine Slove-
nia (Lake Bled) or eastern Slovenia 
(Habakuk) with departure to the U.S. on 
Monday, September 19.   
 

A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!  
Help!  SGSI is in need of volunteers to serve as SGSI Chapter Presidents or SGSI Chapter  Co-Presidents of states/regions in the U.S. and 

abroad.  The following members have indicated they will continue in their present positions: 
 

   

 

 

   

    
    

    
     

 

 

 

Of particular concern is having representation in areas where there are Slovenian populations such as Illinois, Pennsylvania, Colorado, Califor-
nia, Kansas, Wyoming, Montana, Florida, Canada—Pacific Northwest, Australia, Brazil, and Argentina.  Primary responsibilities will be to 
keep your Chapter’s web page on the SGSI website up to date and to list genealogy sources available to SGSI members in your state/region.  
Meetings will be optional; monies will be available for expenses such as printing and postage.  

Please contact Rose Marie Jisa at  

sgsipres.rmj@ameritech.net if you are interested . . . we need YOU!!!   

President, State of Indiana Sharon Miller 
President, State of Ohio Ed Oshaben 
President, State of Texas Mike Fox  
President, Pacific Northwest Region       Gary Gorsha 
Co-Presidents, Lake Superior Region Elizabeth Delene, Upper Peninsula, Michigan 

Judy Jaukkuri, Lower/Central Michigan 

 Terry Rupar, Minnesota 

 Mary Lou Voelk, Wisconsin 

Co-Presidents, Canada-Ontario Frank Majzelj 

 Frank Pinter 
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The Search for John and Anna Jaksa 
By Sedaj Tesch 

Metza then turned to find more information 
on her grandmother, Anna. Here is where 
her search ran into difficulties. 
 
The biggest stumbling block in finding her 
grandmother was the lack of vital records 
revealing the correct spelling of her maiden 
name.  There were only two places where 
her grandmother’s name was even men-
tioned, both baptismal records found in 
Denver which list her as Anna “Kocion” 
and “Kocevar”.    
 
Did Anna come alone to America?   Did 

her grandparents marry in Slovenia or America?  With 
little information on her grandmother, Metza pursued 
another avenue of research.  She hired a professional 
genealogist.   
 
After pursuing a few false leads, Metza came to realize 
that she was at a dead end in her research.  Without 
knowing the correct spelling of her grandmother’s 
maiden name she was unable to move forward. 
 
Although not as driven as she once was, Metza still 
hopes that maybe by chance, some small sliver of infor-
mation may come forward from this article.  Any lead, 
idea or family connection is greatly  appreciated.   
 

Where does one turn in their search for 
family history when relatives were 
adopted and all records sealed decades 
earlier?  SGSI member, Metza Jaksa 
Whiteley, shares her poignant story with 
fellow members in  the hopes that some-
one reading this might recognize a fam-
ily name, have knowledge of the Colo-
rado mining town the family settled in, 
or can share genealogy research tools she 
is unfamiliar with.   
 
Metza’s request sounds simple 
enough...to find where and when her 
grandparents, John and Anna Jaksa were 
married in the United States and in what village in Slovenia 
was Anna born?  Those of us with a Slovenian background, 
know first hand the difficulty of the search. The myriad of 
surname spellings, village names in differing languages, 
and translation of church documents.  Metza’s journey in 
finding her family proved a little more difficult. 
 
Her search began several years ago with a few photos and 
the only family information she knew...her mother, Mary 
Jaksa, was one of four children orphaned in Denver, Colo-
rado (1912) and that her grandparents names were John and 
Anna (Kocian) Jaksa.  Mary and her siblings never really 
understood the circumstances surrounding the family break 
up, but that it was most likely due to Anna’s health.  Her 
father John Jaksa, did have a sister living in Denver whom 
she had met on one occasion.  Her name was Anna (Jaksa) 
Dometrovich (various spellings).  With this little informa-
tion, Metza set forth to find more answers. 
 
Metza’s research included state and church records in Colo-
rado, Missouri and Pennsylvania.  She uncovered a 1910 
census in Denver, Colorado which listed John and Anna 
and some of the children.  The census listed her entry into 
the U.S. as 1902.  Additional records reveal the four chil-
dren were born in the Globeville/Louisville area of Colo-
rado and that the family was Catholic.  Metza found that 
her grandfather was born in 1874 in Semic, Slovenia.  John 
Jaksa emigrated to the U.S. in 1900 and worked as a miner 
in the “Big Six” mine.  He died in July, 1919 in Denver.  
Metza found more information on John’s sister and hus-
band, Frank and Anna Dometrovich.  Colorado church re-
cords confirm their marriage in 1898 and the subsequent 
birth of several children.   

If you have information that might help Metza, in her search, please 
contact her through her email at: tubadoc@msn.com.  

Subject:  Jaksa Search 

Anna Kocian Jaksa, c.  1905  

Jaksa,  Kocian,  Simic 

Jacksa Kocion Ceruembl 

Yaksha Kovacic Tschormeinal 

 Ucevar 

Kocjan 

Kocevar 

St. Louis, MO 

Pueblo, CO 

Denver, CO 

Various Spellings 
 -Grandfather 

Various Spellings 
 -Grandmother 

Various Village/ 
City/State s 
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52 Old Farm Road,  

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, 17011-2604 
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Chairman/Chief Executive Officer:  Al Peterlin 
President: Rose Marie Jisa 

Dir Membership: John Leskovec 

Dir Finance: John Leskovec 

Dir External Affairs: Ed Kucler 

Newsletter Editor: Sedaj Tesch 

Dir Projects: Ed Repic 

FEEFHS Rep: Ron Hren 

Webmaster: Joshua Chaney 

The Slovenian Genealogy Newsletter is pub-
lished by Al Peterlin, 52 Old Farm Road, 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, 17011-2604. Per-
mission is granted to duplicate or photocopy 
this newsletter; however, you must give credit 
to individual authors and to the Slovenian Ge-
nealogy Society International, Inc. as the 
source of your information. 
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